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NAPIER AND HAWKE'’S BAY, NZ

DIRT AND WINE IN THE NORTH ISLAND’S GOLDEN TRIANGLE

nthe east coast of New Zealand's North
O Island is a grand sweep of crescent
shoreline known as Hawke's Bay. Tucked
in at the southern end of the arc you'll find the trendy
town of Napier. lt's the third corner of the north's
Golden Triangle of Trails —the other two points
are Taupo and Rotorua —and it's home to one
ofthe most extensive mountain bike parks in the
country. It's also home to some of the country's best
vineyards, but let's not get too distracted by the wine
tasting just yet, that can wait until lunch.
Like many towns in New Zealand, Napier has
extensive pine plantations; in this case Pan Pac
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owns the swathe of pine forest to the town's north.
Pan Pac is one of the biggest mills in New Zealand
and fortunately for us mountain bikers they're
keenly aware of their social responsibility as a large
corporation to reinvest in the local community. One
of the ways they've chosen to do so is by opening
up the forest to the mountain bikers. Lucky us; it's
prime mountain biking country, and the Hawke's
Bay Mountain Bike Club has not mucked about,
digging in over 80 kilometres of prime singletrack.
The end result is the Pan Pac Eskdale Mountain
Bike Park.

Given the relatively condensed area of the forest

(just a couple of kilometres long and even less
across) it's amazing how much trail is hidden in
those pines. With undergrowth nearly non-existent,
the trail fairies had a blank canvas to carve in
flowing lines that have left trails weaving across the
hills in all directions. Everywhere you look there's
another line of singletrack snaking off down a gully
or ridge line. Because of the steep terrain, many
of the trails are benched into the hillside, and with
the odd root poking through you've got to stay light
and attentive or your front wheel could be down the
slope before you can say *I'll have the sav blanc."
There's plenty of variety on hand, with dedicated






